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a rising storm muttered and flashed in the distance,
gave them their instructions. They were to break
into small squads, go eastward into the Cumberiund
Mountains, and thence to the Tennessee River; ;*:o^s
to Chattanooga, and there take passage 0:1 a train
for Marietta, Georgia. These instructions were *ut:-
cessfully carried out; but vei-y heavy ruins in/luce 1
Andrews to believe that Mitchel would be Jt/uv^L
He determined to fix the date of his attempt one day
later. Here he made the fatal mistake of ills Hie.
Had he had a more intimate acquaintance with Gen-
eral Mitchel, he would have known, with so imp-;r-
tant a fixed object in view as was before him, tiie
chances of delay were almost nothing.

The different members of the party reached Chat-
tanooga on the llth 9 and found the people much
exercised over the news of the buttle of SMSoh.
Mitchel had occupied HantsYille that morning, but
unfortunately Andrews did not hear of it. They all
boarded the evening train for Atlanta, and at mid-
night reached Marietta: there dividing themselves
between the two hotels of the place, they went to bed*

A little before day Andrews went about waking
up the men, who gathered in his room for instruction.
He informed them that they would go on the train
soon to arrive to a station called Big Shanty 9 wh-.-re
the train would stop for breakfast, and where cliere
was no telegraph office. There they were to attempt
the capture.

When the train  came by it was boarded by t>
men,  and shortly after reached   the   station wh
they designed to put their plan into execution.    1
conspirators   could   see  the white   tents of a gn
which had recently been stationed at the place, ai->
